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Rick Riordan
After getting expelled from yet another school for yet another clash
with mythological monsters only he can see, twelve-year-old Percy
Jackson is taken to Camp Half-Blood, where he finally learns the truth
about his unique abilities: He is a demigod, half human, half immortal.
Even more stunning: His father is the Greek god Poseidon, ruler of the
sea, making Percy one of the most powerful demigods alive. There's
little time to process this news. All too soon, a cryptic prophecy from
the Oracle sends Percy on his first quest, a mission to the Underworld
to prevent a war among the gods of Olympus..

Chris Colfer
"The Land of Stories" tells the tale of twins Alex and Conner. Through
the mysterious powers of a cherished book of stories, they leave their
world behind and find themselves in a foreign land full of wonder and
magic where they come face-to-face with the fairy tale characters they
grew up reading about. But after a series of encounters with witches,
wolves, goblins, and trolls alike, getting back home is going to be harder
than they thought.

James Patterson
Rafe Khatchadorian has enough problems at home without throwing his
first year of middle school into the mix. Luckily, he's got an ace plan for
the best year ever, if only he can pull it off: With his best friend
Leonardo the Silent awarding him points, Rafe tries to break every rule
in his school's oppressive Code of Conduct. Chewing gum in class-5,000
points! Running in the hallway-10,000 points! Pulling the fire alarm50,000 points! But when Rafe's game starts to catch up with him, he'll
have to decide if winning is all that matters, or if he's finally ready to
face the rules, bullies, and truths he's been avoiding.

Blue Balliett
A puzzling art theft is solved by two sixth-grade sleuths in a first-rate
first novel by Blue Balliett, illustrated by Series of Unfortunate Events
artist Brett Helquist.

C.S. Lewis
Journeys to the end of the world, fantastic creatures, and epic battles
between good and evil—what more could any reader ask for in one
book? The book that has it all is The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe,
written in 1949 by Clive Stables Lewis. But Lewis did not stop there. Six
more books followed, and together they became known as The
Chronicles of Narnia.

Stranded in the desolate wilderness, Brian uses his instincts and his
hatchet to stay alive for fifty-four harrowing days.

Chris Rylander
Do you need something? Mac can get it for you. He and his best friend
and business manager, Vince. Their methods might sometimes run
afoul of the law, or at least the school code of conduct, but if you have a
problem, if no one else can help, and if you can pay him, Mac is on your
side. His office is located in the East Wing boy's bathroom, fourth stall
from the high window. And business is booming. Or at least it was, until
this particular Monday. Because this Monday is when Mac and Vince
find out that the trouble with solving everyone else's problems is
there's no one left to solve yours.

Brandon Mull
Jason Walker has often wished his life could be a bit less predictable—
until a routine day at the zoo ends with Jason suddenly transporting
from the hippo tank to a place unlike anything he’s ever seen. In the
past, the people of Lyrian welcomed visitors from the Beyond, but
attitudes have changed since the wizard emperor Maldor rose to
power. The brave resistors who opposed the emperor have been
bought off or broken, leaving a realm where fear and suspicion prevail.
In his search for a way home, Jason meets Rachel, who was also
mysteriously drawn to Lyrian from our world. With the help of a few
scattered rebels, Jason and Rachel become entangled in a quest to
piece together the word of power that can destroy the emperor and
learn that their best hope to find a way home will be to save this world
without heroes.

Tommy Greenwald
Charlie Joe Jackson may be the most reluctant reader ever born. And so
far, he's managed to get through life without ever reading an entire
book from cover to cover. But now that he's in middle school, avoiding
reading isn't as easy as it used to be. And when his friend Timmy
McGibney decides that he's tired of covering for him, Charlie Joe finds
himself resorting to desperate measures to keep his perfect record
intact.

J.K. Rowling
The exciting tales of Harry Potter, the young wizard-in-training.

Margaret Peterson Haddix
Luke has never been to school, never had a birthday party, or gone to a
friend's house for an overnight. In fact, Luke has never had a friend. Luke
is one of the shadow children, a third child forbidden by the Population
Police. He's lived his entire life in hiding, and now, with a new housing
development replacing the woods next to his family's farm, he is no longer
even allowed to go outside. Then, one day Luke sees a girl's face in the
window of a house where he knows two other children already live.
Finally, he's met a shadow child like himself. Jen is willing to risk
everything to come out of the shadows--does Luke dare to become
involved in her dangerous plan? Can he afford "not" to?

Madeleine L‘Engle
It was a dark and stormy night; Meg Murry, her small brother Charles
Wallace, and her mother had come down to the kitchen for a midnight
snack when they were upset by the arrival of a most disturbing
stranger. "Wild nights are my glory," the unearthly stranger told them. "I
just got caught in a downdraft and blown off course. Let me be on my
way. Speaking of way, by the way, there is such a thing as a tesseract".
Meg's father had been experimenting with this fifth dimension of time
travel when he mysteriously disappeared. Now the time has come for
Meg, her friend Calvin, and Charles Wallace to rescue him. But can they
outwit the forces of evil they will encounter on their heart-stopping
journey through space?

Katherine Applegate
Ivan is an easygoing gorilla. Living at the Exit 8 Big Top Mall and Video
Arcade, he has grown accustomed to humans watching him through the
glass walls of his domain. He rarely misses his life in the jungle. In fact, he
hardly ever thinks about it at all.
Instead, Ivan thinks about TV shows he’s seen and about his friends Stella,
an elderly elephant, and Bob, a stray dog. But mostly Ivan thinks about art
and how to capture the taste of a mango or the sound of leaves with color
and a well-placed line.
Then he meets Ruby, a baby elephant taken from her family, and she
makes Ivan see their home—and his own art—through new eyes. When
Ruby arrives, change comes with her, and it’s up to Ivan to make it a
change for the better.

Natalie Babbitt
Doomed to - or blessed with - eternal life after drinking from a magic
spring, the Tuck family wanders about trying to live as inconspicuously
and comfortably as they can. When ten-year-old Winnie Foster stumbles
on their secret, the Tucks take her home and explain why living forever at
one age is less a blessing that it might seem. Complications arise when
Winnie is followed by a stranger who wants to market the spring water for
a fortune.

Laurie Halse Anderson

James Patterson

It's late summer 1793, and the streets of Philadelphia are abuzz with
mosquitoes and rumors of fever. Down near the docks, many have
taken ill, and the fatalities are mounting. Now they include Polly, the
serving girl at the Cook Coffeehouse. But fourteen-year-old Mattie Cook
doesn't get a moment to mourn the passing of her childhood playmate.
New customers have overrun her family's coffee shop, located far from
the mosquito-infested river, and Mattie's concerns of fever are all but
overshadowed by dreams of growing her family's small business into a
thriving enterprise. But when the fever begins to strike closer to home,
Mattie's struggle to build a new life must give way to a new fight-the
fight to stay alive.

–
Christopher Paul Curtis
The Newbery Honor-winning American classic, The Watsons Go to
Birmingham--1963 , celebrates 20 years with this anniversary edition
featuring a special letter from Christopher Paul Curtis and an
introduction by noted educator Dr. Pauletta Bracy.
Enter the hilarious world of ten-year-old Kenny and his family, the
Weird Watsons of Flint, Michigan. There's Momma, Dad, little sister
Joetta, and brother Byron, who's thirteen and an "official juvenile
delinquent." When Momma and Dad decide it's time for a visit to
Grandma, Dad comes home with the amazing Ultra-Glide, and the
Watsons set out on a trip like no other. They're heading South to
Birmingham, Alabama, toward one of the darkest moments in America's
history.

Lois Lowry
Ten-year-old Annemarie Johansen and her best friend Ellen Rosen often
think of life before the war. It's now 1943 and their life in Copenhagen
is filled with school, food shortages, and the Nazi soldiers marching
through town. When the Jews of Denmark are "relocated," Ellen moves
in with the Johansens and pretends to be one of the family. Soon
Annemarie is asked to go on a dangerous mission to save Ellen's life.

Kristin Levine
Two girls separated by race form an unbreakable bond during the
tumultuous integration of Little Rock schools in 1958 Twelve-year-old
Marlee doesn't have many friends until she meets Liz, the new girl at
school. Liz is bold and brave, and always knows the right thing to say,
especially to Sally, the resident mean girl. Liz even helps Marlee
overcome her greatest fear - speaking, which Marlee never does
outside her family. But then Liz is gone, replaced by the rumor that she
was a Negro girl passing as white. But Marlee decides that doesn't
matter. Liz is her best friend. And to stay friends, Marlee and Liz are
willing to take on integration and the dangers their friendship could
bring to both their families.

Jamie Grimm is a middle schooler on a mission: he wants to become the
world's greatest standup comedian--even if he doesn't have a lot to
laugh about these days. He's new in town and stuck living with his aunt,
uncle, and their evil son Stevie, a bully who doesn't let Jamie's
wheelchair stop him from messing with Jamie as much as possible. But
Jamie doesn't let his situation get him down. When his Uncle Frankie
mentions a contest called The Planet's Funniest Kid Comic, Jamie knows
he has to enter.

Brian Selznick
Two seemingly unrelated stories--one in words, the other in pictures-come together. The illustrated story begins in 1766 with Billy Marvel,
the lone survivor of a shipwreck, and charts the adventures of his family
of actors over five generations. The prose story opens in 1990 and
follows Joseph, who has run away from school to an estranged uncle's
puzzling house in London, where he, along with the reader, must piece
together many mysteries. (Also try The Invention of Hugo Cabret and
Wonderstruck)

R.J. Palacio
August Pullman wants to be an ordinary ten-year-old. He does ordinary
things. He eats ice cream. He plays on his Xbox. He feels ordinary inside. But Auggie is far from ordinary..Born with a terrible facial
abnormality, Auggie has been home-schooled by his parents his whole
life, in an attempt to protect him from the cruelty of the outside world.
Now, for the first time, he's being sent to a real school - and he's
dreading it. All he wants is to be accepted - but can he convince his new
classmates that he's just like them, underneath it all?

Raina Telgemeier
Raina just wants to be a normal sixth grader. But one night after Girl
Scouts she trips and falls, severely injuring her two front teeth. What
follows is a long and frustrating journey with on-again, off-again braces,
surgery, embarrassing headgear, and even a retainer with fake teeth
attached. And on top of all that, there's still more to deal with: a major
earthquake, boy confusion, and friends who turn out to be not so
friendly.

Gary Schmidt
It only takes a few hours for Turner Buckminster to start hating
Phippsburg, Maine. No one in town will let him forget that he's a
minister's son, even if he doesn't act like one. But then he meets Lizzie
Bright Griffin, a smart and sassy girl from a poor nearby island
community founded by former slaves. Despite his father's-and the
town's-disapproval of their friendship, Turner spends time with Lizzie,
and it opens up a whole new world to him, filled with the mystery and
wonder of Maine's rocky coast.

